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Editor’s Rambles 
 
Happy New Year to all our readers and welcome to this January 2014 edition 
of Broadreach.  I hope that you had an enjoyable Christmas holiday and were 
neither too overfed or hung over! 
 
I would also like to welcome the winter members from Aylesbury Sailing Club 
and hope that you will enjoy sailing with us. 
 
One issue that is likely to impact on the club over the next few years is the ad-
vent of HS2, elsewhere in this edition you will find an article by Stewart giving 
the latest information so whatever your views are on this subject you should 
make them known when the opportunity arises. 
 
We have had another successful bonfire party last year only slightly marred by 
the failure of the final set piece, if anyone knows of a safe way to dispose of a 
large un-burnt firework Alan would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
As I announced a year ago this will be my last edition as editor and indeed 
only a few days ago I had so few contributions that I thought I would be bow-
ing out with no edition at all but thanks to sterling efforts by Catherine there is 
now enough copy to produce it and thank you to all who helped fill the void. 
 
These last two editions have proved to be a struggle and consequently have 
been shorter than earlier issues due to lack of copy and photographs.  I under-
stand that we may have a new editor but if you want to see Broadreach con-
tinue you will need to start writing and get your cameras out. 
 
I have enjoyed editing for the past seven years or so but more recently have 
been getting a sense of déjà vu so it is time for a fresh approach with new 
ideas.  I hope that I have given you interesting reading and a big thank you to 
all those present and past who have provided me with the material to publish. 
I would like extend particular thanks to Pam Hart who has not missed one edi-
tion and also David Wilson who always comes up with articles when asked. 
 
Don Kyle  
 
E-mail: BroadreachEditor@BroadwaterSC.org.uk 
 
Website: www.BroadwaterSC.org.uk 
 
N.B. Please remember that all the photographs in Broadreach are copyright 
and may not be reproduced without the consent of the photographer. 



Commodore’s Gybes 

Happy New Year 
 
Broadwater Sailing Club has been busy since the last edition 
of Broadreach.  The junior sailing has continued to fill all with 
delight on Saturdays through the summer, the sailing level 
achieved by the current juniors is fantastic.  Junior sailors en-
joyed Fun Days in July in addition to Junior and Chocolate 
regattas.  
 
The Sunday and Wednesday race series and club regattas 

have continued to see a healthy if not huge number of boats competing.  It has been 
noticed that a bright sunny Wednesday can really boost the turn out and then many 
enjoy a BBQ afterwards.  Poor weather spoilt both the Chichester Cruise (dinghies) 
and the Solent Cruise (yachts). 
 
Social events have continued with a mix of meals in the club house and visits to res-
taurants in addition to our bonfire night celebrations and BBQ.  These events are in-
creasingly managing to bring the different sections of the club together and I urge all to 
carry on and support those that appeal to you. 
 
Considerable amounts of maintenance and improvement work have been carried out 
including formal work parties, installation and development of the overflow changing 
rooms, grass cutting and tree management, island management, clubhouse and boat 
maintenance. 
 
None of these activities happen without the organisation and effort of the club mem-
bers, some of whom put in an incredible amount of work to make the club function 
smoothly.  My deepest thanks to all who have helped, and a plea to everyone to con-
tinue to enjoy all that Broadwater has to offer and to help with the organisation and 
maintenance when asked. 
 
As we move into the New Year I look to your support with responding to the HS2 pro-
posals for the viaduct past the lake.  Please see the separate article.  The consultation 
period will be over by the AGM in March so if you wish to pass comment please do so 
quickly.  I will give a status update at the AGM — I hope to see many of you there. 
 
I make a final plug for you to put a marker in your diaries for the “Longest Day Club 
Event” on the longest day of course.  Plans are not finalised but will include special 
junior and adult sailing and shore based activities in the afternoon progressing through 
to a meal and entertainment in the evening. 
 
Happy New Year to all and hope to be seeing you soon. 
 
Stewart French 
Commodore  
 



Membership News 

 

New members regularly racing are Adrian Thomas and Geoff Schubert in So-
los, and Tim Gerrard & family in their black hulled Enterprise.  Some Winter 
visitors, Jonathan Burnham, John Hawes, Roger Jarvis and Phil Sheppard of 
Aylesbury SC have joined us to race in our Sunday morning Winter Open 
Race Series. 
 
Kasia & Gary Cole are the happy owners of the French’s former yellow hulled 
Albacore.  Will Fielding is following in his father, Mark’s, footsteps.  Mark was 
a keen racer, former Laser Fleet Captain and member of the Race Committee. 
He was also the craftsman who produced the overhead chart of our lake, so 
very useful for all our members. 
 
Other new members are Tony Hanson, Julia Seddon, David Shaw, Pedro Por-
tugal & Eleanor Wright.  Also a “returner” David Schwartz, fresh from a few 
years sailing on the Blackwater, Essex. 
 
We hope that they all enjoy some great sailing at Broadwater SC. 
 
Road Trailer Berths 
 
Members are reminded that Road Trailer Berths are only available at the dis-
cretion of the Membership Secretary!  Any that are not clearly labelled 
(surname), maintained and registered with the Membership Secretary are li-
able to be removed.  If wellies are needed (to combat nettles and brambles) in 
order that ownership can be ascertained it is likely that you will be receiving a 
message to remove your trailer forthwith. 
 
Catherine Turner 
 
Lawnmowers 
 
Lawnmowers and garden hand tools are provided in the first large container. 
With 230 members sometimes the mowers become “faulty”.  If you find a 

Since the last edition of the Broadreach, we have wel-
comed more members to our great club. 
 
Participating in the Junior Sailing programme are: 
Federico & Elisabetta Nardini & family and  
Jane Hersee & Neil Johnson & family. 
 
A welcome return for Alisdair Sargen, a former Junior 
now studying at University of Durham. 



mower out of action, please email the Foreshore Manager (via the Committee 
page of the website). On average two new mowers are purchased every year, 
so please go easy on them 

Clubhouse  
 
Water supply 
 
Winter is with us, not so bad so far but the threatened cold snap could arrive 
at anytime.  To protect the clubhouse plumbing the frost stats have been 
turned on and the water supply pump placed on a two hour time switch 
(again).  To operate the water pump just push the round switch next to the 
gents changing room sink.  It helps if all the gentlemen remember to press the 
switch, thereby resetting the two hour limit, every time they use the sink.  That 
way the water keeps flowing and Anne will not give me a hard time! 
 
Gas supply 
 
Thanks to some inside knowledge on gas bottles from Paul Haywood we are 
now saving on our gas purchase.  The bottle "empty" indicator is very pessi-
mistic!  I am now ignoring this indicator and leaving one bottle connected until 
it actually stops supplying gas.  It’s amazing how long a bottle keeps heating 
the water after the indicator has turned red.  But, please do not open the gas 
locker and open or close bottle taps without first talking to me.  I am not im-
pressed when I find that different bottles are open or closed.  I do not mind 
taking one empty bottle for a replacement but having to take three or four at 
once is a pain. 
 
New Changing Room. T he new Portakabin is taking shape and will certainly 
be ready for use by the spring 2014.  So far the exterior has been painted and 
the roof sealed, the internal wall erected and the mains power wired into the 
fuse box.  Next steps are to paint the inside, wire in the shower, lights and 
heater and install the plumbing.  Thank-you to Paul Haywood and Neil Parsloe 
for all their efforts. 
 
Once completed the cabin will give storage in a lobby for child life jackets and 
wet weather gear, and then a changing room, toilet and shower through the 
dividing wall.  This changing room will be available for ladies or gents depend-
ing on the need at the time.  A word of warning though, items left in the chang-
ing room will be bagged up and then disposed of after two weeks.  Please use 
the lobby storage area not the changing room. 
 
Brian Deacon 



HS2 Plans 
  
HS2 published documents and maps showing the route and plans that are go-
ing to parliament.  For the first time Broadwater Lake has been specifically 
mentioned.  There are plans to create another island/wetland area to the 
south end of the lake, by partially filling the nature reserve and to add a strip of 
planting willows and alders on the south-western boundary and a strip of reed 
bed along the western boundary. 
  
My concerns are about the takeover during construction of the access road up 
to our yellow barrier, the quantity and mobility of fill added to the lake, and the 
spread of reeds across the lake. 
  
Reference to the documents is below Section 2.2.7 and maps CT-06-020 and 
021 show the scheme, finished maps CT-05-020 and 021 show the construc-
tion areas. 
  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2-phase-one-environmental-
statement-volume-2-community-forum-area-reports-and-map-books/hs2-
phase-one-environmental-statement-volume-2-community-forum-area-reports-
and-map-books#reports-and-map-books-for-each-community-forum-area 
 
The Colne Valley links are: 
ht tp : / /assets .df t .gov.uk /hs2-env ironmenta l-s ta tement /vo lume-2/
Vol_2_CFA_7_Colne_Valley.pdf 
 
ht tp : / /assets .df t .gov.uk /hs2-env ironmenta l-s ta tement /vo lume-2/
MB7_VOL2_CFA07_WATERMARKED.pdf 
 
The November 2013 Environmental Statement says that A tunnel for this sec-
tion has not been considered since January 2012.  New clauses that effect us 
directly are “an area of ecological mitigation located at the eastern end of 
Broadwater Lake”. 
 
As I write this I am considering what responses we should be making. 
  
Stewart French 
 



BSC at RYA Dinghy Show 2014 

 
Broadwater SC will again be featuring at the forthcoming RYA Dinghy Show 
which takes place on 1st & 2nd March 2014 at Alexandra Palace. 
 
Last year’s BSC stand, judged as one of the best of the sailing club displays at 
the show, was aimed at putting Broadwater firmly on the map.  Our expecta-
tions were not suddenly to be swamped with new membership enquiries, al-
though that would have been nice, but we did attract some of the visitors to 
join and others to place Broadwater on the ‘must visit’ list for Open Meetings. 

 
Our presence at the 2014 exhibition signals a positive desire from the Com-
mittee to take a pro-active approach in promoting Broadwater, which is essen-
tial for us to preserve a healthy and vibrant future for the Club. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all at Alexandra Palace! 
 
Rodney Steel – BSC Race Committee 



Seeing Double at Southampton Boat Show. 

 

Did anyone spot Rodney at the 2013 Southampton Boat Show? 
  
He had a surprise meeting with himself and according to FlexiSail is 
“Exclusive Affordable Fun”! 

 

CLUB CLOTHING 
 

The club has an arrangement with Ravenspring Ltd whereby club members 
can now individually select and order a wide range of sailing, sports, and lei-
sure clothing with the Broadwater sailing club logo.  The range also includes 
dry suits, caps, bags, etc.  You can also add individual names / boat names 
together with the club logo for an extra charge.  Waterproof garments are re-
sealed to retain their performance. 
 

             http://www.ravenspring.co.uk/pages/embroidery_club.htm 
             or phone Ravenspring on 01803 867092 
 

Ravenspring is a family business run by Anne and Roger in Totnes, Devon.  
If you have any questions or special requirements ring and ask them!  There 
are opportunities to save some postage costs by combining orders, and a 
discount may be available for large orders (e.g. 20+) of similar items. 
 

The club receives 5% of the order value into the club funds. 



Winter at Broadwater 
 
Happy New Year to you all and I hope you enjoyed your festive season.   Win-
ter has by now grasped us with its icy clutches.  Don’t let this stop you sailing, 
we run racing every Sunday come rain or shine and with modern protective 
clothing and the warmth of the clubhouse never far away no need to wait till 
summer. 
 
Should you decide that it really isn’t for you, have you winterised your boat 
properly?  More damage is done to boats by water and freezing than any 
other cause, so have you done the following: 
 
1 Ensure that you have a good waterproof cover to keep water out (breathable 
for wooden boats) 
2 Cut the grass around the boat so air can circulate 
3 Made sure the boat is tilted so water can drain out 
4 Made sure it’s properly tied down 
5 Taken the sails home, mice like to make a home in Dacron sails and your 
insurance company wont pay out for damage caused by vermin 
6 Take it home and put it in the garage 
If you need any advice on wintering your boat please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. 

New for 2014 
 

Longest Day Club Event 
 
In 2012 we celebrated our 40th Club Anniversary with a lovely day full of fun 
and games on the water and an evening of paella, magic, singing and fire-
works.  
 

Many members have asked if we could hold another similar event, so please 
keep the Saturday 21st June 2014 free for a day when the whole club, includ-
ing family and friends, can celebrate sailing at Broadwater. 
 

Further details will be published on the website www.broadwatersc.org.uk dur-
ing the year. 
 

Gentlemen’s “Sail & Ale” 
 

Following on the success of the Ladies “Cake & Sail” and by popular request 
we will be holding our first Gentlemen’s “Sail & Ale” afternoon on Saturday 
13th September at 2 pm.  The concept, as with the “Cake & Sail” is to provide 
an opportunity for those gentlemen who have never sailed, or who sailed 
many years ago and are now a little rusty, to take to the water, followed by a 
convivial pie and pint. 



Club Boats 
 

Just a reminder to everyone that we do have club boats available for members 
to use, we have a Wanderer and a Laser, sails for these are in the first con-
tainer, use is on a first come first served basis.  For more info get in touch with 
me. 
 

Also if you have used a club boat please make sure it is properly put away, 
bungs removed so they drain and report any breakage, missing bits etc to me. 
 

Graham Darvill 

Sailing & Racing 
 
Winter Series 
 

Whilst Broadwater welcomes some winter members from Aylesbury Sailing 
Club we are moving our Kestrel to join the winter Frozen Toe and Snowflake 
series at Chichester Yacht Club!  You may ask why are you entering a race 
series which is two hours drive away?  Good question.  Our Kestrel is a very 
good sea/estuary dinghy.  Some years ago we decided it was not the dinghy 
to race at Broadwater, but also did not want to sell it as on a big course three 
sail reach it is brilliant.  So we started our annual pilgrimage to CYC.  The rac-
ing is every other week due to the tides.  This is nominal as some times we 
have a two week gap.  The race series entry includes a boat berth and use of 
the clubhouse bar and great lunches.  It’s a great day out, sometimes helped 
by an evening on Kevin and Mary’s Moody 40 in Gosport on the Saturday eve-
ning, with good company and few glasses, then a shorter drive to CYC next 
morning.  Sometimes even a sail to CYC in the Moody followed by racing in 
the Kestrel, bliss!  If any other Broadwater sailors fancy the CYC series we 
would be glad of their company. 
 

Off to bed now.  Spent an evening entertaining my new Ghana friends.  Now 
have an invitation to visit Ghana for a tree top walk and fantastic food includ-
ing pounded yam and peanut soup....…! 
 

Brian Deacon 

 

THE DINGHY SHOW 
 

Saturday & Sunday 1st & 2nd h March 2014 
 

Alexandra Palace  
 

Meet other BSC members at the BSC Stand  



The Autumn Regatta 
 

23 boats competed in the BSC 2013 Autumn Regatta held on Sunday 8th Sep-
tember.  With the Regatta often held in good weather, this year’s event was no 
exception, starting with brightening skies and an F2/F3 breeze with the 
weather just getting better through the day.  
 

Dave & Sandra Wilson (Graduate 3005) got off to a great start in the first race 
disappearing into the distance, the position they held until the finish, followed 
by Greg and Pam Hart (Enterprise 22569) and in third place it was good to 
see Tom French (Laser 175469) returning from University to compete in the 
event.  In the second race, first and second places were repeated with Dave 
Cherill (Laser 189134) coming in third. 
 

A break for refreshments and a Pizza lunch with salad followed by cheese-
cake reduced the need for extensive galley crew cooking activity and I hope 
was enjoyed by all. 
 

With lunch consumed, it was back on the water for the final race and when 
completed overall Regatta places were: 

 

1st Dave & Sandra Wilson (Grad 3010), 1/1/(3) 

2nd Greg & Pam Hart (Enterprise 22569), (2)/2/2 

3rd Stewart & Janice French (Graduate 3005), (6)/6/1 
 

Thanks to Harold Grenfell (RO), Steve Langford (ARO) & Dave Banger (FSB) 
for well-organized racing and safety and to those who helped in the galley with 
coffee, teas and clearing up! 
 

For the 2014 Autumn Regatta, please put Sunday 7th September in your diary 
for another enjoyable Club event with, let’s hope, the weather gods being kind 
again! 
 

Andy Chaplin 

Race Mentoring 
 
In the 2014 Calendar you will see ‘Race Mentoring’ proposed for two Sundays 
during the Winter Series on the 30 March & 6 April and two more dates during 
the Summer Series on the 22 & 29 June.  The proposal and offering from 
some of the Club’s more experienced helms is to provide on the water race 
mentoring during the Handicap Race on these four Sundays.  With a small 
change to the Race Instructions on the day, helms providing the race mentor-
ing will receive average points, similar to the RO, ARO and FSB team, with 
helms being mentored also receiving race result points. 



 

Club Racing 

 

Club Racing 



 

Autumn Series 

 

Club Racing 



A Quiet Wednesday Evening 

 

Two Junior Sailors Launch their Raft 



 

Two Contenders 

 

The Raft Race Gets Underway 



So, if like me you enjoy racing, albeit towards the back of the fleet, or if you 
would like to learn more about those special Broadwater racing skills, why not 
sign-up for Race Mentoring and learn from some of the Club’s top of the fleet 
helms who for me make dinghy sailing look so easy! 
 

Open to single and double handers and so we have an idea on numbers and 
therefore experienced helms required, please let me know by email if you are 
interested, along with the boat you will be sailing.  I then look forward to joining 
you for our first Race Mentoring on Sunday 30 March. 
 

Andy Chaplin 
Race Committee Secretary 

BSC Trophy Returns 
 

Please have a rummage in your cupboards, drawers, attics, cellars, garages, 
garden sheds and any other storage location for those old and more recently 
awarded BSC Trophies. 
 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE CLUBHOUSE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
 

On return please let Graham Darvill know by email using the BSC website link 
under Sailing/Race Committee.  Thank you. 

Crew Sign-Up Sheet 
 

We have a number of double hander helms who are often looking for crew.  If 
you are interested in crewing, please use the Crew Sign-Up sheet posted on 
the Race Committee Notice Board in the Clubhouse and helms will make con-
tact with you.  Or, if you are a helm looking for crew also add your name and 
contact details to the sheet. 

JUNIOR SAILING SEASON 2013 
 
SATURDAY SAILING 
 
Saturday afternoon sailing sessions are dedicated to helping our young sailors 
to improve their sailing skills both on and off the water.  Children work in 
groups appropriate to the level of ability.  There is a lot of organising to be 
done on the day as Andy Chaplin and I don’t know beforehand which parents 
will be there to help and which children will be present.  Many of our young 
people are really keen sailors but a particular mention has to go to Filip 
Kozlowski who attended every session but one of the 16 sessions and also 
Uffa Wilson and Emma and Ben Vernon who made it into double figures.  Lots 
of junior leaders gave me their support too despite examinations.  Will Harman 
and Beth Saul helped during more than half of the total number of sessions.  



The strong winds at the start of the season gave way to more moderate winds 
later in the summer and we enjoyed some good weather. 
 
Numbers for Saturday sailing sessions do seem to fall over the course of the 
junior season.  In April and May we averaged 25 children, 20 in June, 13 in 
July and 12 in September/October.  If anyone has any ideas for keeping inter-
est going throughout the season, I would be pleased to hear them. 
 
7 boats took part in the Youth and Junior Regatta on 7th July.  Jo Crawford 
won the Youth Trophy and Emanuele Nardini won the Junior Trophy, closely 
followed by Filip Kozlowski and Ossie Bishop.  The Chocolate Regatta, a less 
formal event, drew a large number of entries, all of whom won chocolate, 
though the fastest sailors in each age group won more chocolate than others. 
 

Thanks to Richard for organising these events. 
 
None of our juniors took RYA Certificates with us at HOAC this season.  We 
will be taking groups for assessment on 7th June 2014.  Stages 1 and 2 
will be assessed in the morning with Stage 3 in the afternoon.  Anyone wish-
ing to complete Stage 4 will also be assessed in the afternoon.  Some juniors 
have taken certificates elsewhere.  Ben Kingston passed Stage 3 at Salcombe 
whilst Thomas and James de Lisle gained Stage 4 certificates at the IOW 
Centre.  



Grace Constant has been crewing regularly during Sunday morning racing for 
Peter Joseph in his Miracle and they have been doing very well.  Will Harman 
has crewed for Graham Darvill in his Albacore and Joyce Moon in her Enter-
prise.  Jason and Scott Kilbey have crewed for their dad in his Albacore.  
Jonathan Gilmore, Filip Kozlowski and Emanuele Nardini have all helmed for 
at least one race against the adults.  It would be great to see them out more 
regularly.  Some of our juniors will be honing their skills by participating in win-
ter race training at HOAC.  
 

FUN DAYS 
 

The Fun Days proved to be as popular as ever this year.  31 children took part 
in total with 27 or 28 children on all but the first day.  Unfortunately some chil-
dren were still at school on the Wednesday so participation was lower.  The 
weather was very good for the first two days, with a reasonable wind and 
some sunshine.  Teams of children took part in games both on and off the wa-
ter, led by older junior leaders who were brilliant.  I couldn’t manage without 
them.  Neither could I manage without Elizabeth Flinn and Chris Brooks and 
all of the hard working and supportive parents.  Thank you.  Cara and Beth 
Saul planned Friday’s popular Treasure Hunt with a difference.  Modern tech-
nology and sailing skills blended well in this exciting team competition to pro-
vide everyone with a fun day – just as well as there was no wind at all!  Satur-
day was the usual mix of sailing games, fancy dress competition, model boat 
building and racing, raft building, a lilo race and water fight.  We had a splen-
did barbecue, thanks to the wonderful parents and we had finished at 5 pm 
just as the heavens opened.  The parents were kind enough to buy me a gift 
which, although welcome, seemed rather superfluous as I had such a great 
time too. 
 

Thank you to Andy Chaplin and Richard Linsdale for all their hard work. 
 

Pam Hart 

Social Events 
 

Firework Night 2nd November 
 

There was the usual hive of activity on the Saturday morning with a team of 
competent workers, the weather stayed fine for the construction of the bonfire 
which finished late in the morning. Pause for breath before the evening. 
 

The BBQ was lit by Chris Brooks while Bud, his wife, was in the galley.  The 
spectators started arriving about 6.30 and were soon queuing for food.  Paul 
Abbot took charge of the bar.  The Guys were displayed and then given their 
usual roasting positions, and Myke Bowers, whose birthday it was, given the 
task of lighting the bonfire under the supervision of several young helpers.  
The flames were soon lofting skywards with the increasing heat causing a 



 

The team of builders admire their finished masterpiece 

steady retreat.  At 7.30 fireworks lit up the sky and the display was under way 
in spite of a strong wind and the failure of the final set piece.  By now Dave 
Cadd was doing sterling service at the BBQ, and several lady volunteers were 
providing excellent service for the food.  There was a reasonable assembly of 
club members, and it was also good to see at lot of juniors. 
 

Many thanks to all those who helped from morning till night making the day a 
great success. 
 

Alan Darvill 

 

The Challenge — A tour of Sunday Eateries in Rickmansworth 
 

After sailing on Sunday we drive to the thriving metropolis that is Rickmans-
worth, and the challenge is to secure the best lunch possible for the smallest 
expenditure.  The findings presented are only those of the writer and as res-
taurants come and go with the same regularity as Sandra’s shoe acquisitions 
this can only be accurate at time of writing. 
 

Parking opposite Bridge Motors (I used to get petrol from here more than 50 
years ago) or in the free car parks near Norfolk road, walk through the church-



yard passing the Feathers pub on the left.  A popular place much improved 
and full of families on Sunday lunchtime.  We have not eaten there.  On your 
right will be the late lamented Toto (formerly a failed wine bar, then an abject 
creperie) an Italian restaurant now totally closed the owner allegedly disap-
pearing at short notice.  They used to offer a two-course meal for under £6 
which probably accounts for their demise. 
 

Next stop is Zaza an atmospheric joint but now strictly Italian a la carte on 
Sundays.  Weekdays £5.95 lunch for a pizza or pasta at the last check the 
food being good and the service sharp, but perhaps on an Sunday other more 
attractive alternatives exist.  Another 40 yards bring you to Maurizio’s, a long 
standing institution with a £5.95 as much pasta or pizza deal as you can eat.  
The waitresses are on the ball and the menu choice is basic but nicely pre-
sented.  This restaurant can get quite noisy.  Next on the same side is Cinna-
mon Square a non-licensed bakery with sandwiches, baguettes and the like 
with lots of self-regard and somewhat quirky service.  This café has its devo-
tees and is often quite busy. 
 

Very close by is the Thai restaurant Lemon Tree but like the Thai café nearby 
is sadly closed on Sunday.  Both are open on a Wednesday evening after sail-
ing with the popular Tamarind Thai Café staffed by enthusiastic girls and the 
slightly smoother operation at Lemon Tree by Thai costumed staff.  Both offer 
warm welcomes and excellent Thai food at reasonable prices.  Lemon Tree 
gives a 10% discount on Wednesday evening. 
 

So gentle reader let’s turn left into the High Street and see what’s going to 
tease you.  On the left is the Pennsylvanian Wetherspoon’s pub.  The deals 
on Sunday are outstanding, the beer and wine terrific value, and even better 
the whole place is warm which is very good on a cold winter’s day.  William 
Penn (1644 - 1718), founder of the state of Pennsylvania, was a local inhabi-
tant although probably not a dinghy sailor.  However if he had been he could 
well have been a member of Broadwater had he been around after its founda-
tion.  This is merely speculation on my part but he did sail to America.  I di-
gress as usual, but back to the pub - always busy with locals and a popular 
spot. 
 

Just along on the same side is Harris and Hoole (Tesco part-owned) the first 
of the chain cafes in the high street.  Further down is Costa Coffee (Whitbread 
Group) and opposite Caffe Nero (Five hundred and nineteen outlets but pri-
vately owned) all quite well known for decent coffee and well prepared sand-
wiches, cakes etc.   
 

More exciting is Remo’s Piazza (formerly Metro Pizza) any pizza or pasta off 
the main menu at lunchtimes £4.95.  This is a deal and a half however it is not 
as much as you can eat so pigs don’t need to come.  The pasta is well chosen 
and slightly al-dente - try the seafood specials - downside is the noise and 



slightly odd service.  Onward and upward so turn right past the Thai cafe.  On 
your left the ever popular Tangs Chinese Buffet (all you can eat for around a 
tenner).  Catch it right and it’s great, catch it wrong and it’s not so good but it 
has its adherents. 
 
Now on your left is Buon Cibo,  this is a seriously good Italian restaurant £5.99 
for all you can eat pasta or pizza.  After 2:30 pm £9.99 for two courses.  How-
ever let’s stick to the business.  Service is well judged and attractive and the 
pasta dishes are as good as a quality restaurant in Italy.  The house wine is 
well chosen and overall this could be the one!  Can get noisy when busy but 
normally quiet by 2 pm. 
 
Ok.  So what's left - drop back to the high street and turn right.  A couple of 
decent Indians who do a buffet for around £8.  On the left is Rasal and on the 
right Maharaja.  Both have modest but well balanced buffets and they are 
freshly topped up as more people come in.  Cobra in the bottle is the best bet 
to drink and of course the service is attentive but perhaps give a miss to the 
coffee.  Just a little past Rasal is the long standing Fox and Hounds pub offer-
ing real ale, just before Marks and Spencer. 
 
If you have been reading this thanks very much and if you venture out to see 
for yourself I wish you good luck as you may need it. 
 
Ruby Tuesday  G3010 



Laying Up Supper 
 
The wisdom of the committee had been engaged and it was decided to have 
the laying up supper in the clubhouse.  We did this last year and the atmos-
phere was excellent.  An enthusiastic membership brought mountains of main 
courses and puddings for us all to over-indulge in.  We had a minor crisis over 
the rice.  But this was rapidly resolved.  Turned out rice again! 
 

 

For our entertainment we had the Dee Gees who you may recognise as David 
and Greg, both of whom not only play the guitar, sang but also composed new 
words to old favourite tunes.  The sing alongs were very popular although I do 
remember from Saturday morning pictures at the Odeon as a child a bouncing 
ball moving along the words of the songs.  How we laughed! 
 
What a great night and apparently the Dee Gees have already been booked 
for next time and they have promised to do Stairway to Heaven. 
 
Don’t miss the next supper. 
 
Ruby Tuesday 



2013 Graduate World Tour – Graduate 3010 
 
Norfolk Broads Yacht Club organised the earliest Regatta in the summer sea-
son at Wroxham Broad, Norfolk and this year we once again took part in our 
shiny Rooster Graduate.  The Regatta commenced on the Monday, but we 
were able to sail in the All comers B on the Sunday and frankly wished we had 
not!  It was admittedly quite windy and we got hit by an almighty gust when on 
the run.  Now normally we would get the boat up and sailing again quite 
quickly but unfortunately the mast got stuck in the bottom of the Broad.  We 
have never seen such disgusting mud as this before – worse than the Med-
way.  A local casually suggested that cruisers in the early days before heads 
were pumped out contributed to the ecosystem at the bottom of the Broad. 
 
We had to be towed off and it took an hour with the hose to clean up the boat, 
the sails and ourselves.  The points Regatta started on Monday and we sailed 
twice a day up to and including Saturday.  We only had one very light wind 
day and the highlight was overtaking a Flying Dutchman who was in our din-
ghy mixed handicap.  Mostly they vanished up the Broad after the start at a 
rate of knots.  We scraped a series win in the morning, but missed out in the 
afternoon series by a couple of points.  A well organised event and our thanks 
go to Mike MacNamara of MacNamara sails who repaired our sail between 
races – great job Pete and Mike! 
 
Whilst we were there one of the sailors got stung by a bee, had a bad reaction 
and passed out.  Over the tannoy came the cry “Is there a Doctor in the 
house?” and the resultant numbers caused some wag to say “There are more 
Doctors at Wroxham Regatta than in Norwich Hospital A&E”.  An ambulance 
was called and the gentleman released from hospital next day OK. 
 
On to Maylandsea Bay for the Family Week.  MBSC is on a creek off the 
Blackwater in Essex.  The Blackwater out of Maldon has seven dinghy clubs 
scattered upon its shores.  Sailing at MBSC is possible around 2 hours each 
side of high tide – after that it is beautiful Essex mud. 
 
Arriving on the Sunday we found the club already busy with tents, caravans 
and mobile homes set up so we found a space and pitched the tent on what is 
known as the naughty field i.e. near rumbustious Laser male sailors.  However 
this was not an issue as when they returned at 3 am they passed out very 
quickly.  In the morning there was absolute silence until the designated volun-
teer emerged to get the take-away breakfast from the galley. 
 
A very welcoming and friendly family club had ten races programmed for the 
week with Friday scheduled for the team event.  Action packed social eve-
nings took place after dinner with a ceilidh band for barn dancing, quiz, 
games, karaoke (my opportunity to sing bad rock – but we were deprived of 



the chance to hear Johnny the Finn sing Under the Broadwalk) and a fantastic 
live band called Giggawatts (or near).  Local beer was always available 
straight from the barrel.  All this and sailing! 
 
It was deja vu all over again.  When the wind was light to moderate we got 
great results, but not when the wind strength increased.  Last day for sailing 
and we needed 2 good results and we set out in a pleasant breeze.  By the 
time we got to the first gybe mark the 3 lasers in front had all capsized.  We 
tightened the cunninghams, put up the rig tension and flattened the main and 
managed to keep the mast pointing up at the sky.  At the club they measured 
Force 6 gusting 7 which is more then enough.  We finished at the committee 
boat and hove to for the start of the next race which was displayed on the 
boat.  Off again for 3 windy laps on a triangular course, another finish and 
then bliss – we moved up river a little to get some respite before the final race 
back to the club.  The winds were somewhat strong for us and we finished 
OK, came off the water after 3½ hours tired but sprinting for the loo. 
 
We experienced one ‘Hand of God race’ when the winds were very light.  We 
were at the front of the fleet with one of the well-sailed Kestrels and noticed 
that suddenly they were in trouble and going over – I told Sandra to prepare 
for problems and let go of the sheets, but in an instant we were also flat-
tened – no one else in the fleet was affected.  We recovered quickly and 
bailed out to continue but the Kestrel was bucketless and had to retire. 
  
A curious feature of the club is the box of old cut up cereal packets to write the 
course upon.  Apparently all prospective members have to bring an old Wee-
tabix or Corn Flakes packet. 
  
The team event was hilarious.  Four teams had to construct Breeches Buoys 
from given materials and rescue 10 people across 15 meters of water up in 
the Saltings and then transport them back to the club in the hulls of discarded 
dinghies.  This was good fun and allowed all competitors to get very wet and 
muddy.  A minor panic ensued when a two foot long snake was found in the 
forward compartment of an old Enterprise – they said it was harmless, but 
they would wouldn’t they? 
 
A stupendous buffet was organised on the last night following prize-giving 
then it was all hands to clean the site and clubhouse with no breakfast until all 
tasks completed.  What a great week.! 
  
Ruby Tuesday. 
 
 

 



Boats For Sale 
 

Albacore 7179 
 

I have purchased another dinghy!  Bringing my fleet to four, which is still under 
the number of cars we seem to have accumulated.  It’s a shame to see it go 
but my Youngs built Alabacore 7179 will be available for sale if anybody is in-
terested.  Very pretty wooden dinghy with the two white veneer stripes up 
each side of the bow.  New Hyde sails about eighteen months ago.  A combi-
nation trailer and good cover.  Fully rigged and ready to sail.  Will be asking 
£2700 and open to offers. 
Brian Deacon 
 

Wayfarer 9245 
 

I bought it new from Porter Brothers in May 1992 and it has only been sailed 
at Broadwater.  It is in excellent condition and has not been raced except for 
the Race into the Dark.  It has Hood cruising sails with centre mainsheet and 
comes with a combi trailer, an under-cover and a variety of other accessories. 
I am looking for offers in the region of  £3,500.  For more details contact 
Don Kyle 

December 2013 Christmas Dinner 
 

The moonlight glistened on the lake and the white lights decorated the front of 
the clubhouse.  Inside the club, skilfully lit with multicoloured fairy lights, the 
warm atmosphere was conducive to the 2013 Christmas dinner.  What a feast 
we had! 
 

Polish Pete told us of the wonders of Christmas in Poland and we started with 
delicious beetroot soup and scrumptious warm rolls containing sauerkraut all 
prepared by his wife.  These are not to be missed.  Next a variety of main 
meals: chicken, beef, lasagnes, chilli and roast vegetables.  Then followed the 
desserts: fruits, chocolate cake, crumbles, yoghurts, cheeses and chocolates 
with coffees.  Dave Banger produced an excellent quiz for us all to display ex-
traordinary ignorance. 
 

Bert Paxton, our Spanish guitarist played for us some flamenco melodies.  
Some of the older members took their teeth out to play the castanets.  We 
also had some other more down to earth songs and this rounded off the eve-
ning beautifully. 
 

Thanks go to all contributors of food, and to Catherine and Stewart for putting 
up the decorations.  Also thanks to all those who washed and tidied up and 
anyone else I should have mentioned and haven’t. 
 

David Wilson 



 

It’s Not All Plain Rafting 

 

Junior  Designers with their Model Boats 
 



 

Andy Chaplin in the Autumn Regatta 


